Five Snares of the Enemy
  Points by Chuck Lawless – Exposition by Unapologetically Christian writing team. 

1. He magnifies the temporary and minimizes the long-term.
The enemy portrays short term gratification without the long-term consequences as if there can be one without the other. He deceives us into thinking that the here and now is what really matters- sometimes we think it's the only thing that matters. This snare has dire consequences. Especially when we consider our eternal place of rest. 
In Matthew 4: 1-11, we see Christ tempted based on temporary and short term desires. He is immediately tempted with food- and how appropriate, since He just completed 40 days of fasting. No doubt food is a legitimate need at that time. Christ concludes this interaction with the devil by saying " away from me Satan". The devil's ultimate goal is that we should not worship the Lord and serve Him only- we ought to "curse God and die". 
Our current circumstances can seem so dire that we believe everything to simply be a means to an end- but we must consider that end and if the means to supplying that end is truly worth itWe ought to consider what Paul says in Romans 8:18 - that our temporary suffering leads to a greater glory that we cannot even concieve
2. He elevates the fear of missing out over the joy of obedience.
In today's society trends and virality are top of the spectrum. Who's going to discover or start the next big trend? The internet allows us to be so connected that events that we otherwise would not be privy to that we develop this sense of entitlement to others lives, their happenings and to being included in everything. Our time is now split even more ways and I'd argue that God continues to get less and less of ours. Perhaps God wants you to wake up and spend time with Him first, praying, worshipping or whatever form that may take. Instead, we wake up and immediately turn on the news, check our emails or social media because we feel we may "miss" something. The bible speaks of few finding the narrow way, it's the path less trodden, it's not where the crowds are so it may seem less appealing. It is on that way however that we find eternal life in Christ. 
You won’t miss the world if you spend time with God but you may miss God if you spend your time doing the things of the world. 
3. He promotes the secrecy of sin over submission to God.
The enemy cunningly deceives us into believing that our transgressions can remain clandestine, thereby fostering guilt (especially after having indulged in sin), spiritual isolation (in order to maintain secrecy) and bondage (Satan’s deceit). Scripture offers a starkly different narrative. 
Proverbs 5:21, Job 34:21-22 and Hebrews 4:13 unequivocally asserts God's omniscience - absolutely nothing is concealed from Him! Theologically, the concept of divine omnipresence and omniscience underscores that our sins are perpetually before God. He sees and he knows. It is as if every sin is done to His face. Sin is never non-personal to us or to God. What a terrible thought! 
What must submit to God, resist the devil and he will flee according to James 4:7. We see that Proverbs 28:13 elucidates that those who conceal their sins do not prosper, but those who confess and renounce them find mercy. Psalms 32:5 further reinforces that one's acknowledgement and confession of sin result in divine forgiveness and liberation.  We should run to the light and not from Him., reject the enemy's deceptive allure of secrecy, and find authentic peace and sanctification through submission to God through obedience, confession of our sin, as we live in the face of God: Coram Deo. 
What a happy thought!
4. He encourages listening to the world’s voice over the Word of God.
In today’s era, the mantras are as follows: do you! Make yourself happy! It's all about you! It’s your reality!
The world has been on a streamlined defense to get people to tune out the voice of God. On closer analysis it is clear that the voices we may follow are not even our own but we have been marketed a version of "self" that it actually built entirely by what we take in from the world. We are then not a true image of ourselves but the image of what we consume. 
Truth is now debatable. Feelings hold more weight than what science had upheld for centuries. There is no need to affirm reality since reality is now whatever you deem it to be. 
The word of God is the only truth that should hold any weight. God has been the same yesterday today and will be the same tomorrow and forever. His word is reliability you can count on. The enemy has us on shifting sands when we listen to the world. We must continue to have our ears and hearts tuned to what God says if we are to remain clear-minded, intentional, and as Psalms 119:105 says with a lighted path upon which we cannot stumble.
5. He pushes independence and isolation over fellowship with the people of God.
Isolation breeds difficult emotional states. Many o the prophets have experienced major lows while in isolation from the brethren. When Gd made man and said he should not be alone, it was because we were meant to be in community. It’s not a stretch to extend that meaning beyond the relationship between husband and wife to individual and community. 
If the devil can get us to be isolated then we are also living apart from God’s instructions- pulling away from others and ultimately from God. While in community, we gain strength from each other. It’s iron sharpening iron. It’s being able to pray in community, worship in community, and building up each other in Christ. It gives us hope for brighter days to come in the times when we find it hard to encourage ourselves in the Lord. 
These are the things the enemy tries to rob from us when he deceives us into thinking that we don’t need to go to church! The benefits of not forsaking the gathering of ourselves together far outweigh the perceived benefits of living in isolation from the people of God. 

